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The ñDELTAS Teamò   



1. Deltas are home to over half a billion people (occupy only 1% of the 
ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀƴŘύ 

2. They are home to biodiverse and rich ecosystems, such as mangroves, 
reedlands and marshes 

3. They are economic hotspots, food baskets for many nations, supporting 
ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎΣ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ 

4. They are ports of entry supporting significant growing cities and harbors 

Why Deltas?  

1. Human actions from upstream deplete them from water and sediment : 
on a global scale >40% of river discharge and 26% of sediment are being 
intercepted by large reservoirs 

2. Local exploration contributes to subsidence, loss of wetlands, and 
accelerated erosion 

3. Sea level rise increases salinity and accelerates land loss  
4. Tropical storms and cyclones cause devastating flooding 
 

¸9¢ Χ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŀƴ ŀƭŀǊƳƛƴƎ ǊŀǘŜ   
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"There is on the 

globe one single 

spoté"  

 

Thomas Jefferson  to  Robert R. Livingston,   
Washington,  

April 18, 1802 

Year: 1802 



"There is on the 

globe one single 

spot , the possessor 

of which is our 

natural and 

habitual enemy."  

 

Thomas Jefferson  to  Robert R. Livingston,   
Washington,  
April 18, 1802 



"It is New Orleans, 

through which 

the produce of 

three-eighths of 

our territory must 

pass to market...ò 

 

 
Thomas Jefferson  to  Robert R. Livingston,   
Washington,  
April 18, 1802 

The Louisiana Purchase 



restoring and protecting Louisianaôs coast 
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